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Great AS the improvements are Which in this and other nations 
have of late years: been made in ex very branch of medical knowledge, 
t is the inveſtigation of bur own complicated frame till attended 
wich inſuperable Tifficultles'? like the reft of the works of God, it 


mocketh the art of man; we are, as the Pfalmiſt long fince obſerved, 
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gree of preciſion where our own exiſtence either begins or ends, and 


ully and wonder ully made, that we know not with any de- 


the reſemblance of death is too often miſtaken - for death itſelf : the 
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marks are 0 equivocal): as to deceive the niceſt Judgment, and to 
miſlead the moſt acute fagacity ; hence it hath ariſen, as the re- 
commenders of this charity have frequently remarked, that before 
this excellent inſtitution took place amongſt us, many, too many, 
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alas! have paid the debt of natute long before it became due unto her, 


many are loſt in the valley of the ſhadow. of death who might « even 
now have trodden ! n in the chearful paths of life and being. 5 
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as the means are which we have invariably purſued, it cannot indeed 
but raiſe our aſtoniſhment and wonder that they were not long fiffce 
embraced, and univerſally put into practice; but there is perhaps. a 
time appointed by providence for all things! that happen i in this world, 

which we can neither anticipate, nor retard; In the days of bigotry and 
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been derided a as « oſcleſs and abs e We in enn Tae 5 
this enlightened æra, it hath been a work of no little toil. and labour, 
5 „ to confirm and eſtabliſh it. This child of benevolence, fair and jt 4 
proportioned as it now appears before you, was frowned on at its birth z 
it had to combat with the fears of the diffident, the oppoſition, of the 
ſelfiſh, the ſneer of the malevolent, and the reproof of the ſcornful, _ 

| But, thanks be to the great inſpirer of every good word and work ! our 
1 little bark hath at length ſtemmed, the torrent of prejudice, broke thro? 7 
\ | the, waves of. envy and malice, and is landed ſafely in the harbour = 
public approbation. We ace, ſurpriſed at what. hath. been already 4 
j . done, when we conſider how ſhort a ſpace hath been employed in 
the peformance of it; we look back with. aſtoniſhment, and forwards. 
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| LO : forth to ſow our ſeed, and ſee what noble ſheaves we have to boaſt, 
WE - and what a plenteous harveſt. In this ſhort ſpace, I am authoriſed ifs 
bl. - 35 to inform this aſſembly, four hundred and ſixty-ſeven caſes have been 


brought before us Now, mark, 1 beſeech you, with attention what 
follows —of theſe no leſs than two hundred and ſeventy have been 
1 miraculouſly ſucceſsful. More than one half of them. Have we not 
= then, my brethren, fought nobly with the king of terrors ? we have 
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þ bp 5 | True Charity, like true beauty, to be admired. and embraced needs. 


| 5 . only to be ſeen and known. It wants no patronage to recommend, | 
no act to emblazon, no eloguence to adorn . And ſuch i is the happy. 
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tinſel of oratory will 'avail but little, unleſs ſupported | 
erring teſtimony of experience. To this therefore I would wi 1 
appeal. I would wiſh to draw your attention towards ſome of thoſe in- „ 
teteſting ſcenes which this inſtitution hath at various times exhibited and | 0 
called forth. Permit me to carry you with me but in imagination tobe. I 
of the moſt. tender and affecting, and which, if you had heen eye- „ 
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e of A 


n Tor} 5 tten Hl . 5 yy di t e : f 


* 
mt 

* 

* 


Suppoſe yourſelves then, my brethren, but for a few moments, in your 8 
evening walk of rural retirement, on the borders of a delightful ſtream, 5 1 
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* The little imperfect narrative here given might, 1 think, furniſh matter to ſome EN . 
of our-eminent artiſts for an excellent picture; I would therefore recommend i it to my 1 
friends, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Weſt, or that 1 ingenious moral painter Mr. Penny, | 1 5 
to try their fill upon itt. © 7 - %ͤĩ ] Tate 1 
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e butling eroud of induſtrious labourers 8 2 dope bes 
"hapleſs companion, whom they have taken, at the hazard of their 
dw lives, out of the neiglibouring river,” and e % te the 
ſhoce | t life or molion. Scarce an hour has paſſed fine e. 5 
ct of their grief and attention had left 
neſs in all the glow; of youth, health, and vigour. And now ; 
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icted family, ſummoned by the dreadful n 
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to Fear, deſpondeney, hotror, and aft read 
| over every countenance. On one ſide behold eee 1 . 
; | ing her Joſt child, the prop and ſupport of her declining years; on the _ 
ate ſtands) mute andinſenſblethe-affited wife, afraid 18 lock op 
=_ - - | to the horrid ſpectacle before ; whilſt the innocent little ones, 

= happy only in not knowing bow much they have loſt, look with 

| _ amazement at the motionleſs hands which ſo lately were ſtretched 

x. out to embrace them, and wonder at the ſilence of him who. always 

1 5 fo kindly greeted them on his return. Thoſe who would moſt gladly 

5 . take upon them the taſſ of reſtoring him are | e {to perform 
EE +... it; their faculties are all abſorbed in grief, their limbs petrified 
nl VUNUiaͤſth deſpair, and all the precious moments which ſhould have been 
employed in the means of his recovery, are loſt in fruitleſs tears and 
1 urteleſs lamentation. They hang over him in ſilent -anguith, take 
their laſt farewell in the agonies of deſpair, and confign bim to 
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rien) is paſſing by; as ſoon as he hears of the event, he flies, like the 
good Samaritan, to the chambers, of ſorrow,, he ſtops the retreating = 
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multitude, the idle ſons of curiofity who had aſſembled but to _—. 
1 5 and deſert him, calls on the moſt vigorous ane active amongſt them, 
do afſiſt him, a applies with Zeal and alacrity, t 1oſe plain and ſimple | | 


* 


1- 


r £1 % 


ble, the lifeleſs maſs, and purſues. them with ceaſcleſs toil and unwearied 
affiduity. , Death, yet unwilling to quit his hold, or relinquiſh his de- 
voted prey, ſtruggles long and powerfully to detain it: ſeems to 
| ſmile, as it were, at the ineffectual labour; till at length ſubdued by 
fortitude and perſeverance | he gives up the conteſt, Nature, no longer 
able to refiſt ſuch repeated ſolicitations, reſumes her ſuſpended | powers, 
and exerts her enlivening influence. A ray of hope breaks in upon the 
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gloom, and Tights. up. every countenance. _ Behold, at laſt, again he 
moves, he breathes, he lives. What follows i is not within the power of 
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ful. ſcene of wonder 250 aſtoniſhment, of mutual 5 Joy. tranſport and 
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| This, my brethren, is not merely the. ideal vi onary work of ere 5 
ative fancy, but a real and true, however imperfect repteſentation 0 
what hath not once but often happened fince the inſtitution of this 
| benevolent ſociety. Had you, who are here aſſembled, all been preſent 

at it, I hope and believe there i is not one of you but on his return from 

it would moſt chearfully contribute towards the ſupport of ſuch a charity. 
Why then ſhould. I not alſo hope that even this faint idea and reſem- 
blance of ſuch a ſcene will ſtrike ſo forcibly on your minds as to ex- | 1 


pand them into chearful beneficence? % 
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But this, my brethren, great as it may ſeem; is 
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lude all bo opes of 


mercy, it is certainly that of ſelf murther ; as it admits 
others, either of reparation or repentance ; ; it is indeed the higheſt an an 
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greater triumphs, and glory i in a yet nobler victory, a triumph over 
0 over fin a and ſatan. 
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moſt unpardonable offence againſt our Almighty Creator, being at the 


fame time an impious diſtruſt of his goodnels, and a daring defiance 
his power. And yet this horrid practice i is become of late years a dar- : 
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volent to our diſtreſſed brethren here below, be rewarded for it above, 
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